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east upon the Federal Government to create
a geological department, something on the
lines of that in the United States, and to
endeavour to give us the best geological
knowledge the world produces so that we
may demenstrate what great mineral wealth
we possess. It must not be thought that
Western Australia is worked out in the mat-
ter of minerals. Both as regards minerals
and metals, for which there is world-wide
use, we have unlimited quantities. Our prin-
cipal mines are gold minest, but there are
mmiuv useful minerals and metals that could
he mined equally profitably and would play
a great part in the economic life of West-
ern Australia. We went before the country
with a souud and progressive policy. We are
fully seized of the seriousness of the position
in this State. Side by aide with a full re-
gard for our obligations we desire to human-
i-se work and industry, make the home
brighter, and endeavour to give to every boy
aunl girl in the State such equal opportunities
in life as will make for responsible citizen-
ship, to the end that we may all share in
brotherly union the great heritage and gifts
we possess,

On motion by Mr. J. H. Smith, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9X3 p.rt.
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The PRE.SIDENT took the Chair at 4.3t)
p.m., and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Him. .1. Lorelin a,'d Ike RmPWr Settlement
Riry,

lRon. A. LOVE7KTN\ (M1etropolitan)
11.351~: f desire to snaike at p:'rqonal ex-
planation. 'Mr. President. Dr. Saw in this
House, tihe other evening-

The PRESIDENT: I would like to re-
mind the hon. member that his personal ex-
planation is not to be a complete reply to
Dr. Saw's speech.

Hon. A. LOVERLY:- No, Sir. Dr. Saw
baid he would give any sum I liked to name
to any charity I liked to naume if I could
show that Cooel Amuery, in dealing with
the Empire Settlement Bill in the House of
Coinurons, rather h~ragged that lie had made
a gondi deal. Dr. Sawv further said that
nothing n-us to be found to support my
statemnent. I now desire to point out what
is to be found.

The PNESiDENT : Anything in the
nature of an explanation iq adnmissible, but
I do not knee whether the hon. member is
gquite in order in taking up a challenges.

Hon. A. LOVEK!N: Dr. Saw stated that
woat I hail said was not to be found.

The~ PRESIIDENT: If the hon. uunrljer
WI5I)C to make an explanation, it will be
in order.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN I just desire to
correct tire hon. member somewhat. What
I said is to he found in "Hfansard'' of
the lot August, on page 21, 1922-3 Volume.
These are my words-

I amn referring to this, becaus.e whilst
Sir James 'Mitchell comes home and tells
us what u magnificent deal he hats made,
Colonel Amery also takes credit for hav-
ing made a. magnificent deal.

And the other night T said that Colonel
Anmery ralther lbragged about toe- deal he
had made. The passage that I wish to
quote to support that, is to be found
in the British Parliament 'Unsard'' De-
bates, 1922, page 578, and it is exactly the
same as nplit urs in our "ilsansard " on page
21, word for word as I quoted it. Here is
the passage from the British ''Hansard '-

Mr. Aumery then said the real difference
lay in the fact that in one case they
would have them (the unemployed) still
with 'is, still uncnhplo~ed, increasingly
less employable, a permanent burden on
the country and a weakness to the nation.
As it was, they were to-day on productive
work, many of them on the way to be-
come their own masters, supplying uis with
goods we needed, and buying our goods,
trading under laws which gave them a
preference over the gootis of foyeign na-
tions.
Hon. T. Moore: But you woulmi not call

that boasting.
Hon. J. Duffell: It is skiting, thoug-h.

Hon. A. LOVESIN: In view of what
follows, I think it is boasting. Re goes on
to say-

They were now conidering at that mo-
nient the Western Australira scheme,
uinder which Western Australia agreed to
settle 75,000 people for 11l1.000 '000, pro-
vdied that the Comnieowenlth ;rid the
United Kingdom contributed a sum
equivalent to one-third of the interst for
fire years- This would cost over a period
of seven or eight years 460l0,000; in
other words, 10 per cent. of the total ex-
penditure, or only about £8 per settler.
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For about £8 per settler Colonel Amery gets
the benefits referred to in the paragraph I
have just read. These very words appear
exactly in the British " Hansard,'I and I
maintain they show that Colonel Amery did
rather boast or brag, or at any rate take
credit for the magnificent deal he had en-
tered into, getting rid of these people for
U8 per head.

QU'ESTION--SANDALWOOD LICENSES
AND PERMITS.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Colonial
Secretary : 1, How many persons held
licenses to pull sandalwood at the (late the
regulations restricting the sandalwood out-
put comne into force? 2, How many now
hold similar licenses? 3, How many have
been registered under the new regulations?
4, How many now bold licenses similar to
those held prior to the new regulations conm-
ing into force? 5, How many are now
registered and hold permits to Full sandal-
wood who, prior to registration, were not
so licensed?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, 213. 2, None. 3, 824. 4, None. 5, The
number of persons holding order's to re-
move sandalwood from Crown lands at the
present time is 308 (including 147 prosper-
tone). No record exists of persons who
lhave held licenses in past years, and eon-
sequently it is not possible to Plate
definitely that any of those who now hold
orders to pull sandalwood on Crown lands
bare not previously held licenses.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Ninth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
Hon. T. MOORE (Central) [4.41]: At

the outset I desire to congratulate Mr.
Drew on his return to this Chamber.
After having sat in this House and led
it for many years, he was absent when 1
entered the Chamber; hut I then found
that Mr. Drew had the respect of every
member. Bly his actions be bad proved
that his Word was his bond, and I know
that in that regard many of the old mem-
bers, if not all of them, welcome his
return. Further I desire to congratulate
Mr. Hiekey on being made an honorary
Minister. I feel quite sure that in occu-
pying that position -Mr. Hickey will do
justice to it and also to this House. T
likewise desire to congratulate the new
members on their elevation. I feel that
in the time ahead of us, while we may
have arguments, we shall ever remain
good friends. Regarding the great change
that bas taken place since we last met,
let me say that that change was not Un-
expected. Indeed, many People Prophesied
that a change would result from the gen-

oral elections. Arguments have taken
place here as to what brought about the
change. Sonmc members have taken it
upon themselves to say that they largely
contributed to the defeat of the Mitchell
Government. I will allow them to believe
that they did play a part. I am aware
that some grave charges of mismanage-
ment and bungling were made by certain
bon. members of this House against the
late Administration, and I believe that
to a great extent those charges were well-
founded. But, after all, what is past
matters little. It is the future we have
to look to; and I am quite certain that
the present Government do mot contem-
plate that an easy task awaits them in
taking over the reins of Government to-
day. Financially, while an improvement
was effected last year, we are still very
poorly off. The whole trouble in the
British world to-dlay is due to the tact
that the whole of the British people are,
being overwhelmed with interest bills,
which are ever and ever increasing. That
fact drags down the people. If the in-
terest bill continues to grow, the result
must be finally to destroy the people. No
one believes that the system of loans and
interest which has existed for so many
years can continue for ever. The pro-
duction of the world will not stand it.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The capacity of
the people to pay is continually growing.

Ron. T. MOORE; But it is not in keep-
in ith that which is taken from them

year after year. All the previous
speeches on the Address-in-reply have
dealt with the necessity for developing the-
State. Undoubtedly development is needed
in all our young industries. Much atten-
tion has been given by bon. members to
the development required in our agricul-
tural areas. In that direction much bas
already been done, but while in the past
we allowed people to go into the unknown
and build up homes for themselves, and
then followed them a few years Inter with
a railway, that is a bad system. One of
its results is that many people have more
land than they can use, or at all events
more land than they are attempting to
use for the benefit of the country as a
whole. Therefore a Closer Settlement Dill
is absolutely indispensable. Such a
measure was introduced into this Cham.-
her the session before last, but I say
candidly that if it had passed it would
have been of no use. It was an utterly
useless Bill for closer settlement, and I
believe that in truth it was mere camou-
flage. When the next Closer Settlement
Bill comes along, I hope the Council will
at all events give the measure proper
consideration, not the kind of considera-
tion extended to the last Dill, which had
very short shrift indeed. In this State
it is quite necessary that we should rut
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more people on lands adjacent to rail-
ways, not be for ever following them up
with railways, as in the past. Ia the
Pemiberton district the proposed railway
is to cost £12,000 per mile. It is rather
a big job to continue settling people at
such a price.

Ron. 3. Ewing: It is certainly a big
price.

Hon. T. MOORE: Another thing bear-
ing on the development of our railways
must be taken into consideration: In this
State much more super is necessary than
in the other States. So, in the future
development of our lands super will play
a greater part than ever. No acre of land
in this country can be profiably workedl
without super. In the Eastern States the
land, at all events for the first few years,
was worked without super.

Hon. .J. Cornell: It was worked in the
days when there was no super.

Hon. T. MOORE: In those days they
got very fine crops, whereas here we
cannot attempt to carry on without super.
The great thing we have to look to, then.
is cheap super. In spite of the fact that
the railways have been carrying super to
the farmers at the lowest possible rate,
the farmers have not got their super any
cheaper than have the farmers of South
Australia. The men engaged in the
manufacture of super are all working
under a Federal award, so we cannot say
it is because the men in this State are
getting more than their fellows in other
States; they are getting the same. But
the super manufacturers are pocketing
the difference arising from the cheap
carriage of super.

Ron. J. Duffell: You are quite right.
Hon. T. MOORE: If the superphosphate

firms do not give our farmers the con-
cession they are entitled to, I will advo-
cate, as another State trading concern,
that we should go in ana build up Super.
phosphate works; because in that one thing
alone lies the future development of our
agricultural lands.

lion. A. Lovekin: And the Maino thing
will hapipen as happened with the timber
1110Nll.

Hon. T. MOORE: So long as we do, as
well wilth super as we have done with tim-
ber, T shall I~e perfectly satisfied.

lion. J1. Cornell: But the cocky wvill not
get it any cheaper than he does at lITre.sLt.

Ilun. T. 11OORE: The hon. member is
thinking of what happened under the late
Gonvernment. I am pleased to think thant
we bave in cbI'rge of the mininsr indlustry
a man irlo knows ill ahout it. Qu1ite a lot
of people believe that our mining fields
Pre wvorked out and so do not look forward
to any fietUre development. I believe -that
muchl development must take plaem. With-
in the Intt few weeks £&OflO or £4,000
worth of veld has been found within a
few houndre,' yards of tl.e main ntreet of

Cite. In view of this, we can well imagine
the possibilities of our immense auriferous
belt.

lion. J. Cornell: The same thing hap-
pened almost in Hannan-street, Kalgoorlie.

Han. T. MOORE: I1 commend Mr. Troy
for his attitude when asked by the peovle
of Yalgoo to erect a State battery for
then. He said hie would not do anything
of the kind but that he would agree to
carry free on the railways 1,000 tons of
thei ore for a trial crushing. The carriage
of that orc as hack loading Mould cost the
Country practically nothing, while the Min.
iater's attitude serves to let the people
know that the Government will not erect a
battery unless there is justification for it.
With gold prospectors who know their work
and are being well kept and Supplied with
the best possible equipment, w-e have much
to look forward to from our mining indus-
try. As for lead mining, there are in the
Northampton district plenty of shows that,
with capital, would bring to the country an
immense amount of money. It is strange
that lead mining should be treated alto-
gether differently from gold mining. There
is always plenty of money for gold, mining,
yet there are altogether 'better possibilities
of securing big returns from capital in-
vested in lead mines than from the dis-
covery of gold.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Which wo,,ld you
sooner put your money into?

Hon. T. MOORE: Into lead mining.
Again, to develop our lead mines wye need
a treatment plant. The lead ores of North-
ampton are bcing sent overseas for treat-
ment in Belginm. In a country like this,
that is altogether wrong. If private capi-
tal will not erect smelters, the State most
see to the development of the industry.

Hon. J,. Cornell, Did not the Belgians
undercut the Frem~antle works?

Hon. T. MOORE: Tf private companies
in this State cannot compete with Bel~inn,
I am surprised to bear it. Of course, if the
price of treatment locally is so hieh that
our mining companies can profitably send
their ores to Belgium, there is snietlting
radically wrong.

Eon. A. Loveltin: If you want to I-elp
mining, you wust alter the taxation Acts.

Hon. T. MVOORE: Agab,, for -he des-
velopment of the northern part of the State
it is necessary tbat something should be
dune. An attempt should he made to open
uip the Irwin eonlfield. From one ')ore Put
down ire know that we have there a 12-ft.
Ream of coal. While the calorifie value is
not quite equal to that of the Cole Pro-
duet, still there tmay be a lot of other bet-
ter coal in the vicinity' . I hope the Grovern-
ment will do something to see what wre have
in the Irwin coalfield, for success up there
would mean murch to the railways.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott: And would swve
.5f Miles of haulage.

Hon. 3. Ewing: Are those mines being
developed at elf?
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flon. T. MOORE: Same slight effaort is
being made to raise some coal. Of t:ourse,
that que-tion is wrapped uip in the ques-
tion of the purchase of the Midland Rail-

way.Attepts avebeen made in the past
to iirhae tatline. To-day ifthat ln

were in the bands of the Government much
land development would take place along
the greate-r part of its length. Between
Mitigenewtand NMullewa there is at large
expanse of beautiful country, yet it is oall
held tip ibecause the Midland Railway is in
the hands of a private company. I hope
the Government will find it practicable to
purchase that line. We have in the vicinity
of Geraldton an immense area of country
that is at present held up. It cannot be
said that Oeraldton will ever be fully de-
veloped agriculturally if we leave things as
they are at present. If a young man of
Geraldton wants to go on the land, he cau-
not hope to get land in his own district.
To develop the only piece of Crown agri-
cultural country in that district a line is
required to open up the area between Ynna
and 'Mullewa. Having that once settled,
the only other land we could look to wouild
be that freed by the bursting up of large
estates. The Government are going on with
the harbour scheme at Geraldton, and it
behoeves Parliament to see that that, and
the other out-ports of the State, are level-
aped in order that all may become large
towns. That would he a very groat i-
provement on the existing system of send-
ing everything to Perth. A good tract of
country in the Central province is that lying
east of Dalwallinn and ronning far miles
to the southward. That country could be
opened up by a very small outlay on a rail-
way line; because lip there lines can be con-
structed for about one-quarter of the ost
involved in building a railway in the South-
West. TLe present Government have teen
in office but a few months and, as I say,
they have a hard time ahead of them.
'Money is very scarce. The whole of tim
Money provided in the receut past is w-rap-
ped up in group settlement, which has been
dlevised for the settlement of those who
come from other shores. It is4 nut possible
to use any of that moneyv for the settle-
ment of our own people. Still, I hope the
Government will be able to make provi.ion
for the development, not only -i the South-
West-which I hope to nee fully developed
-but the whole of the State. To the years
to come, doubtless, Western Australia will
be one of the grreat States of the Common-
wealth. What hurts us most to-day is the
Federal octopus. We have in the" Federal
Parliament nothing more nor less than an
octopus extending its suckers in every
direction, gathering all it can from us.
Federal taxation is out of alt proportion
with what we are receiving from Federa-
tion. This State gets no relief whatever.
I hope the people in charge of the Common-
wealth Treasury benches will realise what
they are doing: they are taking all they
tan from us, and in that way strangling

us. In this great State we have only
350,001) people. Recen~ly I visited the
North-West. In consequen 'e I realise
that if this State is to be cnpee-ted to
develop the North-West, vne requlire special
treatment. One has only to travel the State
to realise the great task ahead of our
people. After all, we are in charge of the
Sqtate but are not in a position to develop
it. The Federal Government should gi've us
a special grant if they wish to see the
NYorth-West developed. Population up there
is decreasing. That is a sad state of affairs
to he encountered in the very tart of the
State where most we require population,
where trouble is likely to arise. Instead of
getting an increase in population in the
North, we find people who used to be there
have come or are coming away. If no effort
he iuade to stemi the tide, it may he that in
a few years we shall find the North-West
owned and controlled by the Japanese. It
has been said that the Japanese are prac-
tically in possession of Broome. That state-
ineat, according to all European Broome
citizens, is perfectly correct. The Japanese
have come in as silent invaders and taken
charge. Even the pearls, we understand,
go away. The farmer who gets an income
from producing wheat is taxed, but the
pearler who obtains pearls often escapes
because the wealth represented in them goes
to the little brown men in Japan. We see
what is happening in connection with the
Asiatics who are allowed to live and work
in the North-West. It is an appalling sight
to see in a school up there 60 children, most
of them comprising at least 10 different
castes, only 10 of them being white chld-
reni.

Hon. J. Cornell: The coloured man is a
peaceful penetrator.

Ron. G. W. Miles: Fully 80 per cent. of
the children of the Darwin school are col-
oured.

Hon. T. MIOORE: I wish it were possible
for members to see for themselves what is
happening in the 'North-West. It is a great
shock to one who believes in a white Aus-
tralia to see that it is threatening to be-
come black.

Ron. A. Lovekin: We are powerless to do
anything.

Hoa. T. MOORE: We are in charge of
the induistries of the State. It is strange
that no one knows what is taking place.
Instead of a white population up there we
are getting a brindled one.

lNon. G., W. Miles: In the past the laws
of the coon try have been forcing the people
out of the N.orth. We have to pay rates
that are 50 per cent, higher than they are
in the South.

Hon. T. MOORE: The population of tie
State is a mere handful, 850,000, but it is
asked to develop this gneat country, includ-
iog the North-West, without the assistance
of the Commonwealth Government that has
so much money. We are merely struggling
to make ends meet. "We hear all kinds of
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arswnmelts as to whether this Government Or
that Government has in the past looked after
our finances. Some have shown better re-
sults than others, hut be that as it may our
finances do not permit of our developing
the State as m~e would wish. No effort is
made to develop the North except in a spas-
modic way, such as through the useless
attempts to grow cotton at Cairnarvon and
Derby. There was no chance of growring
cotton in the places where the attempt was
made. Nothing is done to start a stream of
people to the North, and stem the tide re-
presented by those coming from the North.
We should make representations to the Come-
monwealth Government, who have a surplus
of £10,000,000.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And the Imperial
Governmient should assist us.

Ron. T. MOORE: They may say that it
is the duty of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to do so. We0 should certainly get the
necessary assistance. 'Unless strong repre-
sentations are made to the Federal authori-
ties we shall not be doing our duty to the
State.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We are contributing
the nion~y that would do it.

Ron. H3. SED)DON (North-East) (5.5] 1,
too, ish to congi-tulate the Leader of the
House uiponi biN acquisitionb of office. I as-
sure hint that I will support him in any
iressures tliat be- might biring forw-ard
th-at are its the best inte-rosts of the people.
I have rend with interest the policy of the
Labour Government as outlined in the
i[ieutenaiit-Governor 's Speech. There are
mny Tlortant problems awaiting our at
tentinu. I was sorry to hear the drastic
criticism of Sir JTames M.kitchell. It gives
one the impression that there is a certain
amount of trith in the saving: ''The evil
that n do lives after themi, "-bile the good
is often interred with their bones.'' If
we looked nmore considerately and dispas-
sionately upon the achievements of Sir
James Mitchell we would realise that he
has done a great deal not only to open
up new territories, hut for the good of the
general development of the State. A few
years ago he adopted a policy that was
deemed to he a risky one at the time, but
has since been justified. I refer to the
opening up of wheat lands in the drier
areas. As a result of that policy thousands
of acres have been settled, and cultivation
has been carried on in parts of the State
that were previously considered unsafe for
the purpose. The breeding o wheatq suit-
aide for dry cultivation has extended the
area of land that can he taken up year by
year. It is this kind of scientific research
that is bringing wealth to Western Aus-
tralis. The object of Sir James Mitchell's
M-heme in the South-West was to or-en up
land that had previously been closedl, and
also to bring about the plroduction of those
commodities that hitherto have been im-
ported. There has already been a tremen-
dous inerea~e in production in this re-

spect. In 1914 90,000 lbs. of bacon were
produced, and in 1922 1,600,000 Ibt. of
bacon were produced in this State. In 1914
five and a-halt million gallons of milk were
produced, but in 1922 we produced nearly
12,000,000 gallons. In 1914 nearly half
a-million lbs. of boutter were produced, but
at present we are producing 2,700,000 ls.
I quote these figures to show that his work
lhas been successfil, in that we are now
producing a considerable quantity of our
own requirements in these commodities. In
the couse of the recent campaign the Pre-
mier made tise of a statement that has been
endorsed by all those who support him. He
said that finance is Government and Gov-
ernment is finance. Ile laid stress on the
fart that a big deficit has been growing
usp year by year. I see nothing in the Speech,
nor have I heard anything since, to indi-
rate in what direction it is proposed to
mLove for the reduction or the wiping out
of the deficit. It seems that there is an
idea that it would he hotter to fund the
deficit and make a fresh start.

lion. A. Lovolcin: That does not mean
wiping it out.

Hon. H. SEDD)ION: The idea of funding
is to put us in a position of clearly dis-
tinguishing where we are. The funding of
the deficit does not, of course, wipe it oat.
We are well behind already. Unless we
can arrive at an entirely different method
of handling our finances than has been
adopted in the past, the hurden will con-
tinue, and there wvill be no real remedy for
the position. There is no doubt that the
df-it will hb- a burden upon the people for

many years. The great difficulty the State
is facing is due to the large area we have
to handle, and the small population ive
have to do it with. Not quite 50) per cent.
of the people are engaged outside the metro-
politan art-a, and the burden is pressing on
them a great deal. We bove to maintain
the necessary services for them. That
makes the size of our public service out of
all proportion to our population. If our
Population in the country districts increased
tenfold the services would still be about
adequate to deal with those districts. This
makes our position appear worse than it
is. It shows the urgent necessity for get-
ting our people into the out-districts to
assist in primary production, and in making
the services pay better than they are, do-
ine. The greater part of the policy of the
Govenmnent is industrial. The point that
concerns me is whether that policy will
tend to remedy the present underlyffhg evils
of nor industrial stem. Reference has
been made by 'Mr. Gry to what I Raid in
regard to the 44-hour question. He has
an idea that I am opposing it and that I
amr conservative in my views. I said that
if the 44-hour week is going to result in
decreased production the effect on the
wvorker msill be worse than if he were work-
ing 48 hours. I quoted certain figures to
prove that statement. 'Mr. Gray made re-
ferenee to the Ford factories. 'I am glad
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he did so. The methods employed by Mr.
Ford have been a revelation to the whole
world. His attitude towards his employees
has set an example to other employers. Mr.
Gray used that illustration in support of
Lhe 44-hour system. 'Mr. Ford, when start-
iug his shop, worked his men two shifts
of 10 hours each.

UOn. E. H. Gray: Not now; he has pro-
gressed to that extent.

Hon. 11. SEDDJON: Before he reached
the position that enabled him to make
these concessions, he had to establish his
works, and obtain the capital necessary
to instal up-to-date machinery. The im-
proved conditions of Mr. Ford's enterprise
are the result of increased output. I would
point out to Mr. Gray and the Labour
Party that, while there is every need for
improved conditions for the worker, these
conditions depend on the improvement in
wesith production. Mir. Ford's success was
due to the fact that he made efficiency and
output his first considerations. After that
he went into the question of the welfare
of his workers.

Hon. J1. Cornell: That was after he he-
came a millionaire.

Hon. E. H. Grey: He is still making
enormous profits under the n-hour week.

Hon. H. SED DON: Because Mr. Ford
is -able to employ the best machinery to
enable hint to do) it. He was not able to
do that until bp had made his output so
high that he could put in the new equip-
ment out of hiq profits. In this State we
are short of caplital. Until we can get it
we cannot give the better industrial condi-
tions that obtain in other countries. It is
all a question of improved output. When
I have spoken to employers in this State
I have always obtained the same reply, "It
is Dot the wage we are pa ,ng but the re-
sult we get that matters. lTrwe get results
the wages are a secondary consideration.''
I am with Mr. Gray in his desire to improve
the conditions of the workers. I am con-
vinced that the best conditions we can give
them will wake for the highest efficiency.
We have first, however, to get capital, and
until we get it we shall have to go slowly.
There is one rather glaring instance of
inconsistency that can be laid at the door
of the Labour Party. While the Labour
florernment put into operation immediately
the 44-hour week in the Public Works D~e-
pertinent, we find nuprses in our hospitals
workinig 54 hours on day shift and 60
hours on night shift rer -week.

Hon. J. Cornell: They do not belong to
any Organisation.

Hon. R. H. Gray: That must be remedied.
We do not stand for that.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I am glad to hear it.
Nothing has been done to -remedy the con-
ditions for the nurses.

Raon. E. H1. Gray: We are continually
trying to alter the infnstrial conditions.

Hon. Hf. SEDDON:- Mr. G ray referred to
the conditions under which women were work-

ing in the mines in England in 1862. lie
pointed out that they were wvorking 12 hours
a day.,mHere, in 1924, the nurses are work-
mng frm50 to 60 hours a week. One of the
first actions of the Government was the re-
duction of some workers' hours from 48 to 44
per week and yet they overlooked the
fact that the nurses arc working such hours
as I have indicated.

Hon. E. H. Cray: They are not under the
control of the Government.

Hon. H. SEDDON: This is an exhibition
of such inconsistencry that I anm surprised at
it.

Hon. E. H. Cray: But the hospital boards
control the piosition. It is not controlled by
the Government.

Hon. 11. SEDDJON: If it is not, what is?
The fact remains, however, that while the
hon. member narrated the conditions and
wages operating in 1862, he overlooked the
couditions operating in Western Australia in
1924. The next point I wish to deal wvith is
the all-important one relating to finance. A
great desl has been said on the matter al-
ready, but I do not think it has yet been
made quite plain how serious our posi-
tion really is. We have a public debt o±
£59,000,000. We pride ourselves on the fact
that we have a sinking fund, established to
meet those obligations as the loans fall due.
It will be interesting to know, however, that
of that 59 million pounds about 23 million
pounds do not hear a sinking fund. That
statement was made by the then Treasurer in
1923, in a return as follows:-

Pwr&uar-Pub~c Debt, 192t.

Publc Debt carying Sinking
Fund......................34,802.009

Public Debt, no Sinking Fand-
(,) romE iacribed Stock 845,192
(I) Debentures .. : 18300
v2 laixibod Steek, Londou ... 5,082.703

lg sas nd.r Trmeary Do.
Fand not commenced ... 3,884,10

(e) Treasury Bills mrrying no
Sinking Fundt........ 5.44.320

(1) C)ounmaucaith Advace 6,181,020

Total Public Debt ........... £8,485,854

That is a serious state of affairs that very
considerably militates against our boast that
we have a big sinking fund to meet those ob-
ligations.

Iron. J. Ewing: That provision will he
made later on.

Hon- H. SEDDON: That is the point I
wish to refer to. 'Under the General Loan
and Inscribed Stock Act it is provided that a
sinking fund of a minimum of one-quarter
per cent. shall be established and also that the
sinking fund shall not come into operation
until four years after a loan has been
raised. It is because of the large loans
that have been floated during the last four
years or so that there is the big disparity
between those provided for, and the loans
not provided for by way of sinking fund-
Mfuch of that loan expenditure was due to
the financial necessities arising during tho
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war period. In order to meet the difficulty
the Government issued bonds to cover the
deficiency. Those bonds did not carry any
sinking fund, but the original intention was
that they should ultimately become part of
the public debt and should be redeemed
subsequently when loans were floated. The
unfortunate thing is that that policy has
not been carried out, and the bonds have
been renewed from time to time, so that a
dangerous position has arisen. When con-
sidering the subject of the finances it shonid
be our endeavour to have them placed upon
a sound basis and the question arises whether
the application of the sinking fund provi-
sion should not apply earlier than the four-
year period. We have indulged in a con-
siderable amount of borrowing which, in
my opinion, has reached a dangerous limit.
I will adduce evidence on that point in a
moment. it is desirable that we should go
more slowly with our borrowing. Another
questioa arises as to whether the provision
of a quarter per cent, sinking fund is suf-
ficient to meet the redemption requirements
of loans. Some of our loan money is being
sunk in assets that deteriorate rapidly. I
would instance electrical machinery such as
that installed at the East Perth power
house. That depreciates rapidly, and 20 per
cent. is not reckoned to be an out of the
way allowance. That plant has been run-
ning for a long time and the wear and tear
is considerable.

Hon. A. Lovekin: There is a big obsoles-
cence fund in connection with those works.

Hon. II. SEDDON: That is a desirable
precaution to take, too. It is necessary for
the Government to consider whether a quar-
ter per cent, sinking fund is sufficient to
meet requirements and to replace the asset
when its life expires. Mr. Stewart raised a
point regarding the 247 engines that we
have which are antiqoated. According to
the returns furnished by the Commissioner
of Railways, no less than 80 per cent, of
the locomotives pass through the repair
shops every 12 months, ad in spite of that
our rolling stock is in a pretty had way.
Wfany engines are coal eaters and water

consumers and they are inefficient.
Hon. E. HI. Gray: How do our railways

compare with those elsewhere?7
Hon. H. SEDDON: In other countries

the dilfficulty is met by making allowances
aaihst depreciation and then the engines
are scrapped much earlier than is the ease
in the Government service. Inefficient en-
gines are still used, although they should
have been scrapped long ago.

Hon. J1. Cornell: The department is using
an ordinary shunt engine on the trip from
Bunburv to Perth.

Hon. H.L SEDDON:; Yes. The use of in-
efficient plant occasions a heavy charge on
the railway expenditure, which would repre-
sent more than would pay the interest and
sinking fund on the cost of a new engine.
There is another reason why I desire a re-
consideration of the sinking fund provi-

sions. It has been sa that a higher sink-
ing fund would tend to restrain borrowing.
ThL-re are many danger signals out indicat-
ing the necessity for caution with regard to
borrowing. An article appeared in the Press
recently in which the fact was stressed that
the exchanges were about 8 per cent, against
m]oney lirought to Australia, and that that
position had largely been caused through
borrowing in the Old Country. There is
another factor. During the next two or
three years no less than 145 millions of
Australian State loans have to be converted.
Of that amount Western Australia, f or-
tunately, is responsible for a small amount,
lint Some of the other States have to con-
v-ert large sums. New South Wales has to
raise 471/2 millions f or the redemption of
loans by the year 1926; 'Victoria has to
raise 32'/4 millions, Queensland 82 millions,
;ind South Australia 181,% millions. West-
ern Australia comes next with £9,800,000,
which it is necessary to raise in order to
meet loans falling due. Tasmania has the
smallest amount to raise, namely, 51/t mil-
lions.

Hon. A. Loveluin: And on top of that
there are the Commonwealth loans that have
to be dealt with.

Hlon. H:. SEDDO'N: In addition to which
at eoa~idernblc proportion of the Common-
wealth loans will bnve to be renewed in
Australia.

I fon. E. H. Gray: That is a legacy of the
war.

Ilon. U. MEDDOIN: That is true, hut the
fact remains that that financial legacy has
to Le met, 'With such serious conditions
nor rating, no one, I believe, will question
th? wisdom of the establishmnent of the Aus-
tralian Loan Council, which was created
recently in order to restrain and control
borrowing by the States. That was a wise
Umove, for it will keep interest charges down
and will restrain what I might call the pa-
regulated expenditure of loan money.

Hon. J, Ewing: Do you think they should
control our expenditure?

Hon. H. SEDDON; I believe we should
control our own expenditure. The fact of
the Loan Council having been established,
however, must be regarded as desirable, and
in view of the serious position of the finan-
cial world, its establishment may make
financing easier. It may prevent a financial
crash such as was witnessed in 1892. Steps
taken in time may avert the crisis.

Hon. J. Ewing: Would you allow them
to have control over our development?

lon. H. SEDDON: It is a matter for
mutual agreement.

Hon. J. Ewing: It is a serious matter.
Hon. H. SEDDON: It is better to take

steps to protect onrselves now than to be
forced into a position later on that might
mean something like Black Thursday did
in Victoria. I do not wish to be misunder-
stood. I am not at all pessimistic as to
the resources of 'Western Australia, nor yet
as to the powers of the people to meet their
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obligations. The time has come, however,
when our policy should be entirely directed
towards increasing the production per head
and increasing the national efficiency. If
we take these steps now we may perhaps be
the one State to avert the financial crisis
that appears to be almost inevitable.

lion. J7. Ewing; You are giving great
powers to the Loan Council.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Our loan moneys
have been spent largely in agricultural
development. That is a wise policy. The
point has to be recognised, however, that
production from that development is com-
paratively slow, though sure. The in-
crease of production, however, is not in
proportion to the loan money expended.
Take the statistics for the last three or
four years. In 1919 the production repre-
sentedl 22A1 million pounds, and in 1922 it
decreased to 21.8 million pounds.

Hon. F. E. S. Willsnott: That is not
bad for 850,000 people, a large percentage
of whom are in the metropolitan area.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I am not disparag-
ing the splendid work that has been done.
I am merely pointing out that our pro-
duction does not increase in proportion
to the loan moneys expended. In 1922
ow, production was 21 mill-ions. The loau
expenditure during the same time effected
an increase in the Public Debt. In 1919-
23 it increased from 47 millions to 59
millions, or 29 per cent., but production
in 1921-22 was below that of 1920. At the
saine time we can compare our figures
relating to land development. In 1920
we had 7A million acres under cultivation
or which had lapsed from cultivation
and had been devoted to grazing, andi
In 1923 -e had 8* million acres. Thus
land development increased by only 14
per cent, whereas the loan expenditure
increased by 29 per cent. The population
figures are also interesting and demand
attention, We have to take the Common.
wealth 6gures because the State figures
are not available. The Commonwealth
figures are taken from the 1911 census
results. They show that 15 per cent, of
the population at that time were engaged
in primary production and that primary
production was responsible for 80 per
cent, of our exports. It must be remem-
bered that our exports pay for imports
and loan charges. Expressed in other
words, this means that one in, every five
of our population pay £4 out of every
25 paid for our imports and loan charges.
The remaining four pay only s. each
towards meeting our liabilities. In 1921
under 15 per cent, of the population were
primary producers and they contributoed
85 per cent, of our exports. In ether
words one in every seven had to pay 85s.
out of every 1009. towards meeting our
liabilities. The remainder paid only
2s. 6d. each. Thus the figures show that

the number of individuals living on the
primary producers increased, and In addi-
tion were producing less than in 1911.

Hon. E. If. Gray: It will even up next
season with the high prices of wheat.

Hon. H-. SEDDON: It is rather inter-
eating to see how the population fluctu-
ates, Of the 15 per cent, engaged in
primary production in 1911, 40 per cent.
were engaged in agripulture, 7.8 per cent.
in pastoral industries, 10 per cent, in
forestry and 33.9 per cent, in mining and
quarrying. In 1921, 54 per cent, were
engaged in agriculture, 9.8 per cent, in
pastoral industry, 11 per cent, in forestry
and 18.4 per cent, in wining and quarry-
ing. There were 18,0001 persons engaged
in mining and quarrying in 1911, and just
over 9,000 in 1921. That is where the
loss occurred. I introduce these points to
stress the effect of the economic policy
of both the Federal and State Govern-
ments on the real work of production in
Western Australia. Reference has been
made in the Governor's Speech to the
desirableness of establishing secondary
industries. In Australia we have a very
high protection policy. Without it our
secondary industries could not exist.
Wages compared with other countries are
high. I am not finding fault with high
wages provided it is possible to get an
output to balance them. Our fuel is dear.
Our plant is far inferior to that used in
the massed production in other countries,
and we have not the technical training
and leadership necessary to enable our
industries to function efficiently. There-
fore competition outside Australia is im-
possible. Our secondary industries are
limited to the market that exists in Aus-
tralia, and through being limited, any
question of developing them beyond a cer-
tain point is not practicable. Take flour
mills, of which we have several in this
State: I was told by a miller the other
day that one flour mill could supply the
whole of the requirements of Western
Australia. There is another effect upon
primary production that is not always
evident. Primary products have to he
shipped abroad. This requires a consider-
able amount of tonnage and shipping
freights are like railway freights. If the
shipping companies can get loading both
ways they can quote a more favourable
rate than if they have loading only one
way. By restraining imports, shipping
will be thrown out of balance, because
more tonnage will be leaving Australia
than will be required in the opposite
direction and the freight for wheat and
wpool and other primary products will con-
sequently be increased. One of the oldest
economists emphasised the point that a
country should first develop those indus-
tries to which it is best adapted and that
the development of supplementary indus-
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tries would follow as a matter of course.
We hav'e to realise that primary produc-
tion pays our way and the best line of
action the (Jovernment can take, in view
of the serious financial position, is to con-
centrate their efforts an increasing pro-
duction and efficiency. The raising of
the wheat yield by one bushel per "re
would mean an increase of millions in
ou wheat crop per annum. The improve-
ment of our flocks to the extent of lb.
per fleece wonld mean the importation of
much additional wealth and that is the
greatest requirement of the State at
present. One industry that reflects trio
result of the adverse economic conditions
is mining. That is demonstrated in the
decline of the mining population. Our
mining exports are small in bulk, but in
1902 84 per cent, of our total exports was
gold, while in 1921 it was only 13 per
cent. This shows the important part that
mining plays in the advancement of the
State. The Government are adopting a
wise course in endeavouring to foster the
mining industry. Not sufficient recogni-
tion has been given to the fact that the
es-Preiero realised the necessity for
assisting the industry and did assist it
very generously by way of reducing the
water charges to the Kalgoorlie mines.
That resulted in a reduction of Is. 3d.
per ton in treatment coats on the Golden

Iile.
Hon. J. it. Brown: And put a lot of

Then out of -work.
Hon. IL. SEDDON: I do not know that

it affected production.
Hon. -T. B. Brown : Inmediately the

mines got the reduction they reduced the
staff.

lion. H1. SEDDON: The reduction of
staff was due to the fact that costs were
continually increasing. We had an in-
stance of that the other day in the closing
down of the Ivanhoe mine. It was
pointed out that owing to the heavy losses
made and the high cost of treatment,
there was no option to reconsidering the
position. Another point arises there; the
-losing dowrn of that mine meant that 23
per cent, of the men engaged in gold
w'ining in Kalgoorlie were thrown out
of wiork. They were engaged in the pro-
-]action of primlary wealth. Now they ire
e-mploy-ed on relief work and, so far from
piroducing primary wealth, are actually con-
sumnl it. That has aqgravated the pos.ition.
In 1923, 75 per cent, of the gold production
of the State came fromu the Kalgoorlie gold-
fields, Of the meno engaged in sold mining,
50 per cent. were employed on the Kalgoor-
lie fi-ld. Kalgoorlie is' the centre of min-
ing and the Government have recognised the
need for fostering the inolnstry and endeav.
noiin to improve the position. The amount
of work being done in our enormous mineral
area is decreasing rapidly andl the number

of mn employed in outside fields is out of
all proportion to the number engaged in
gold production in Kalgoorlie. The number
of nmeu &earching for and opening up newy
ore bodies has fallen consideral Y. Of the
,,Q per cent. employed outside Kalgoorlie
only 5 per cent, were engaged in work that
may be regarded as opening up and nun-
covering new ore bodies. The continuance
of luining depends upon the discovery of
new ore bodies and this emphasises tive
seriousness of the position into which the
industry has fallen. It has becis suggested
algaini and again that a Royal Commission
should 1 c appointed to inquire into the in-
dustry and the Government have now indi-
cated that they inton" to do so. Mining
costs at Kalgoorlie are very much higher
than are those on goldfields in other parts
of the world. Various reasons hare been ad-
ducc,l, but there is great conflict of opinion
and evidence regarding the conditions pre-
vailing at Kalgoorlie. The only wlay to
settle the question once and for all is by
appointing an expert technical mining man
to thoroughly investigate the position and
state clearly what the conditions arc. If
that be done, no matter what fee had to
be paid lima, it would be money well spent,
because it would demonstrate clearly what
conditions are desirable to further the de-
velopment of the ore biodies. I was pleased
to hear the Minister announce during his
visit to Kalgoorlie that the State Govern-
went intend to follow the Federal Govern-
Meat by making allowance in mining taxa-
tion. The Federal Government propose to
allow ny money paid by way of dividends
to stand against the monev expended by
wlay of capital, and until the capital has
been repaid, dividends are to be regarded
as a return of capital.

Ron. J. Cornell: That does not go far
enough.

lion. 11. SEDDON: It Is a tremendous
advance on what prevailed previously.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It is a satisfactory
instalment.

Ron. H. SEDDON: It is certainly evi-
dence of the fact that both Federal and
State Governments are impressed with the
seriousness of the position in the mining
industry, and are endeavouring to assist the
reqtoration of this important primary indus-
try to the position it once occupied. The
-tatisties regarding State batteries are
worthy of notice. The State batteries were
provided to asist the development Of out-
lying ore bodies. The revenue from State
bautteries has declined since 1917 and the
Ioas made each year has increased until at
present it amounts to three-quarters of a
million. Some of the State batteries dur-
ing the last six years have worked only 1.5
per cent, of the maximum possible time.
The highest results were obtained in 1920 at
the Coolgardie battery, which recorded 100
per cent, of the average maximum. for the
State batteries over the series of six years.
The average effciency of State batteries
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with regard to the tonnage crushed has
been under 20 per cent. It is evident that
with the decline in the number of men en-
gaged in looking for new ore bodies and the
decline in the tonnage treated by State bat-
teries, a serious state of affairs exists.
While nmnny suggestions have been made
for improving the position, we have to re-
cog nise that though much money has been
spent by the Government to assist the in-
dustry, to assist the prospectors nnd on
boring and geological surveyv there does not
appear to be any plan for co-ordinated ac-
tion for the development of ore bodies.
Discoveries have been announced from time
to time and geologists have been seat out
and have made a more or less superficial
survey. I am not blaming the geologists;
they could not do more because the time
and money at their disposal would not per-
mit of a detailed survey being made. Fine
work has been done by the geologists in
plotting out the goldfields, but they them-
selves admit that it is only superficial. One
of the suggestions made at the Mining
Conference was that there should be a
detailed geological survey, and stress
was laid on the fact that such a
survey applied to the Kalgoorlie field
alone would reveal favourable indica-
tions and mould probably disclose new and
large ore bodies. There appears to be ueed
for a policv on those lines. If the Govern-
ment concentrated their efforts on one t-ot-
tion of the State, arranged for a detailed
geological survey, and followed it uip by
prospecting-

Ron. J1. Cornell: If critics of the e-
logical Department perused the information
available they would be silenced.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I am not criticising
the department. The work done has been
magnificent, considering the time and money
at their disposal. The geologists in their
reports state that the surveys have had to
be restriet'd and are superficial. Furth~er
examination, however, would probably re-
sult in the discovery of indications more
promising than any of which we so far
have evidence. The carrying on of pros-
pecting on a plan prepared by the geolo-
gists would be the more scientific way of
assisting the mining industry than the de-
sitory method at present being followed.
The efficiency of our State battery system
would he improved considerably if by
means of geological surveys we could in-
dicate the existence of ore bodies.

Hon. J. Cornell: They can only be de-
termined by development.

Hon. If. SEDDON: The point is that
the amiount of money being spent at the
presenit time, if spent on a plan that makes
available scientific knowledge, will increase
the output of gold by leading to the dis-
covery and development of new ote bodies.
A few more words in conclusion. We all
wish to see the State prosper. We all re-
alise the very heavy burden the people have
to hear. We realise, too, that manly are

doing splendid work in the way of inipro-
ing efficiency and realie the nseed for
diverting lab~our into more directly produc-
tive channels. The result must mean in.
creased production and wealth for all. It
is to our own production that we must look
for the ye-are to come if we wish to see flhe
State advance; we cannot always go on
borrowing big sums of money. This, of
course, is impossible until we have placed
ourselves in a better position than that in
which we find ourselves to-day. Wk recog-
nise that there should not exist any an-
tagonista between capital and labour,
though unfortunately, at the present time,
that antagonism appears to he growing.
It is only by capital and labour working
smoothly together that we can carry on o-ur
activities. If it had not been for the har-
vest of last year we would he found Ntarv-
ing to-day. So the whole advancement of
the State depends upon the way in which
we conserve the wealth we are able to pro-
duces. The more we are able to eonserve
and store, the more rapidly will the State
advance. Therefore to aeciure that advance-
ment it is necessary that we should -oncen-
tints on improved production per head and
conserve. I have much pleasure in support-
iag the motion for the adoption of the
Address-fr-reply and assure the Government
that whatever measures they bring forward,
if in my opinion they are in the best in-
terests of the State they will have my best
support.

On motion by Hon. J. Duffell debate ad-
journed.

Mouse adjotmed at 5.50 psm.

Thursday, 14th August, 13504.

Qntilons EdnMutloa Department, Teatber'
salres-----------------------880

Railway ProJect, Newdasate to Albany . 831
Address-in-Nply, Innth day-----------------31

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.80
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTTON-FDTTCATTON DEPART-
MFNT, TEACHERS' SALARIES.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, TUs the Education Department
written to certain teachers holding '"B"
certificates and employed in Class V1U.
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